Home health agency quality: Medicare certification findings compared to patient outcomes.
As part of an evaluation of the Medicare certification program for home health agencies (HHAs), we examined the extent to which certification findings were related to patient outcomes. In a previous study, we collected longitudinal patient data for a national sample of 42 HHAs and developed precise patient outcome measures. In this study, the outcome measures were compared to certification findings for the same HHAs and time period (1991-93). We found relatively little association between the two sets of measures. The findings indicate that the Medicare HHA survey process does not yet successfully incorporate patient outcomes.